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Abstract

Recently, bullying has surfaced as a governmental priority issue because
of media coverage and public concern in both Japan and Taiwan. This
comparative study of the Japanese and Taiwanese methods of response to
bullying approaches the topic through sociological analysis of existing
documentation. In order to further understand the cultural contexts and
meanings of bullying in the Japanese and Taiwanese societies, the study shows
that in the severely competitive and discipline-oriented Japanese society,
adherence to majority-approved norms is the first rule of survival. However, as
drastic economic and social changes take place, disorder appears in society.
Exacerbated by the teacher-condoned collective bullying caused by campus-
wide pressure for high academic performance, bullying becomes increasingly
common, bursting onto the public consciousness with resultant suicides. In
Taiwan, in the social environment of political oppositions, widening divide
between rich and poor, and increasingly distorted values, while the original
authoritarian system has been challenged, authoritarian ideas still dictate the

academic performance-oriented campus. Constrained by the patriarchal
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system, the students respond with deviant behavior and bullying. Seen in this
light, whether in Japan or Taiwan, the bullying behavior surfacing under
systemized social repression harbors a deeper meaning, and so the issue must
be dealt with on multiple levels in order to reach a comprehensive solution.
The study concludes by bringing forth suggestions for the consideration of the

government, media, school and educators.
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